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2018 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Call #3 - March 6, 2018

Participants
Nic Arcos (NOAA/National Centers for Environmental Information)
Jason Ballmann (Southern California Earthquake Center)
Dan Belanger (Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management)
Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center)
Eric Boldt (NOAA/NWS/Los Angeles/Oxnard)
Leo Espia (Guam Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management)
Tammy Fukuji (NOAA/NWS/International Tsunami Information Center)
Roger Gass (NOAA/NWS/Monterey)
Glorymar Gomez (Puerto Rico Seismic Network)
Eric Holloway (NOAA/NWS/Alaska Region)
Kieran Isadore (Virgin Islands Territorial Emergency Management Agency)
Rocky Lopes (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
John Marquis (Southern California Earthquake Center)
Mark Moede (NOAA/NWS/San Diego)
Cindy Pridmore (California Geological Survey)
Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Walter Snell (NOAA/NWS/San Juan)
Christa von Hillebrandt-Andrade (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Program)
Keily Yemm (Washington Emergency Management Division)
Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region)

Partner Updates

Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ): Tsunamis are included in the NWS’s Spring Safety Campaign
(March-May). Materials (largely social media messages and graphics) are available on the campaign
web site. There’s a link to the site on the NTHMP Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns page. The
National Tsunami Warning Center has scheduled its 2018 exercises. Lantex 18 is scheduled for March
21 based on an earthquake/landslide event off the coast of Boston. Pacifex 18 is scheduled for March
26 based on an event off the Shumagin Islands (off the tip of the Alaska Peninusla). Exercise manuals
are available on Tsunami.gov.

Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region): They are actively promoting Caribe Wave and Lantex.
The San Juan Weather Forecast Office is doing an excellent job preparing for Caribe Wave, including
working with local officials. Lantex is under consideration by the four relevant Southern Region
offices: San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Miami, Melbourne, and Jacksonville, Florida.

Walter Snell (NOAA/NWS/San Juan): A number of things are going on in support of Caribe Wave.
They’re sponsoring a media tour, planning to test EAS operations, and working with municipalities on
TsunamiReady recognition. This is challenging. A number of signs are gone due to the hurricanes. A
lot of restoration is going on. He’s working on graphicast slides for Tsunami Awareness Week (March
11-17).

Kieran Isadore (Virgin Islands Territorial Emergency Management Agency): As part of Tsunami
Preparedness Week (March 11-17), private and public schools and some government agencies plan to

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/spring-safety
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/spring-safety
http://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/tpw/tsunami-preparedness-week.html
https://www.tsunami.gov/?page=exercises
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conduct tsunami drills.

Christa von Hillebrandt-Andrade (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Program): There has been some
confusion about Lantex and Caribe Wave. Originally, there was just Lantex (under the National
Tsunami Warning Center). Caribe Wave later became a separate exercise for the Caribbean and is
now under the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center. Since Lantex is under the National Tsunami Warning
Center, the exercise does not include products for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Caribe
Wave 18 is March 15. Three scenarios are available, including one that replicates the 1918 event off
Puerto Rico. Partners are stepping up to check protocols due to the recent Honduras event.
Participation is not as high this year because of the storms, but most countries are participating. At
this time, almost 250,000 people are registered on the TsunamiZone. Last year there were almost
670,000 participants. Using the 1918 Puerto Rico scenario, Puerto Rico is doing a full communications
test with a live code test, and they are trying an alternate way to get out EAS messages. The Puerto
Rico Seismic Network (PRSN) and San Juan Weather Forecast Office have been doing a lot of
TsunamiReady work. Despite the losses, many tsunami signs did survive. PRSN is doing a survey of
signage with NOAA/NWS financial assistance. The Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency and
the Weather Forecast Office are really overwhelmed.

Glorymar Gomez (Puerto Rico Seismic Network): The exhibition commemorating the October 1918
earthquake and tsunami has launched. It includes about 102 pictures, a recording of the seismogram,
and information about those who lost their lives. It's allowing for lots of groups and individuals to learn
about the event and that it could happen again. Reception has been positive. Check out a video about
the exhibit (scroll to bottom, in Spanish). An historical novel (by Dr. Fernando Bayrón Toro) has been
published that brings the event to life in a non-scientific way through the story of a nun who perished
in the event. A scientific book is in the works. There's a lot going on to commemorate the event. The
Caribe Wave practical drill will involve approximately 500 people, including evacuation drills by
special education schools. The media will cover these activities, and observers will be taking notes
and timing drill participants. A press conference is scheduled for March 12.

Cindy Pridmore (California Geological Survey): California is doing a lot for Tsunami Preparedness
Week (March 26-30). A number of public outreach activities, tsunami walks, planning meetings, and
more are planned. See this list of activities from Kevin Miller (California Office of Emergency
Services).

Eric Boldt (NOAA/NWS/Los Angeles/Oxnard): California Tsunami Preparedness Week activities include
a live code test in the north (NOAA/NWS/Eureka) and the required monthly test for the rest of the
coast.

Dan Belanger (Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management - DHSEM): After
the January event, Alaska DHSEM, the National Tsunami Warning Center (NTWC), and others decided
not to do the live code test this year due to adverse reactions to the sirens, etc. The state will still test
its communications system and do the call downs to the coastal communities. Schools are planning
Tsunami Preparedness Week (March 25-30) activities. Other activities include drills, information
sharing events, and the NTWC open house on March 31 (with earthquake simulator, weather
permitting). Other activities will be posted on the DHSEM website.

Leo Espia (Guam Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management): In February,
Guam officially launched its TsunamiReady Supporters program with coastal villages during the
Mayors Council of Guam monthly meeting. The National Disaster Preparedness Training Center
(NDPTC) will be holding its National Disaster Awareness for Community Leaders course (AWR 310)
March 13. A number of activities are planned for Tsunami Preparedness Week (April 1-7), including a
proclamation signing, NDPTC’s Tsunami Awareness course (AWR 217), and a PacWave tsunami

http://caribewave.info
http://caribewave.info
http://www.uprm.edu/portada/article.php?id=4119
http://www.uprm.edu/portada/article.php?id=4119
https://www.facebook.com/terremoto1918/
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/ca2018.pdf
http://ready.alaska.gov/
https://ndptc.hawaii.edu/


2019/10/25 05:18 3/4 2018 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Tsunami Education - http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/

communication exercise (with the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands). Other planned
preparedness activities for Guam are noted on this list of activities.

Kiely Yemm (Washington Emergency Management Division): Washington is conducting a table top
exercise on April 5. Since the January event, involvement has expanded to include inner coast
communities. They have a tentative itinerary for the April 10-13 road show. They are working with
Jason Ballmann to create a page for Washington on the TsunamiZone.

Tammy Fukuji (NOAA/NWS/International Tsunami Information Center - ITIC): The ITIC continues to
work with Hawaii State and the counties on Tsunami Awareness Month (April). A tsunami facts
brochure will be distributed to all counties. It's been translated into 12 other languages. On April 5 the
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) and NOAA/NWS Pacific Region will be hosting a media day to
introduce the media to the hazard and related products and preparedness information and to review
logistics for access to PTWC and interview protocols. This was also done last year. The ITIC continues
its work on the historic photo campaign. With NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information,
the ITIC has updated the Global and Regional Hazard Maps and is getting them printed. The ITIC
thanks Guam for letting them use and modify the children's coloring book. It's popular, and kids like
it. Bonus: Following the call, Laura Kong (ITIC) shared links to the tsunami event video summaries
for Kauai, Maui, and Oahu.

Jason Ballmann and Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center): There’s a lot coming
up in March for the TsunamiZone with activities in the Caribbean and California. Lantex and Pacifex
will be added to the site. As always, people are encouraged to send updates and questions to
info@tsunamizone.org and add events (lectures, tsunami walks, etc.) to the events calendar.
States/territories do not have to have their own presence on the TsunamiZone in order to post events.
From last year's notes: “They clarified the difference between registering an event (which is for the
purpose of tracking the number of participants) and scheduling events on the calendar (which is to
publicize the event for the public and media to garner attention and attendees). The list of potential
activities that can be registered is broad and even incorporates preparedness actions by individuals
independent of larger activities. Activities can be registered before or after they happen (numbers can
be updated if they change after registration).”

Other

Recommended for your viewing pleasure: Modernizing Public Warning Messaging by Dr. Dennis
Mileti, a 20-minute video of a presentation conducted as part of FEMA’s PrepTalks. Related
materials are also available.
Christa von Hillebrandt-Andrade asked if anyone was familiar with the homeowners handbooks
in use by a number of coastal states. Dennis Hwang from Hawaii Sea Grant has approached her
regarding creating one for Puerto Rico. If anyone has experience, please pass on your thoughts
to Christa. Information about the handbooks and links to the existing handbooks is available
from the National Sea Grant College Program (Texas handbook).
The theme for this year's World Tsunami Awareness Day is reducing economic losses (Global
Target 3 of the Sendai Framework: Reduce direct disaster economic loss in relation to global
gross domestic product by 2030). Think about how you might want to use this in your
messaging. Bonus resources: Get information about the Coastal and Ocean Economy from the
NOAA/Office for Coastal Management’s Digital Coast. See also their Fast Facts: Economics and
Demographics.
Bonus: This year's NWS #SafePlaceSelfie social media campaign is scheduled for April 4. Think
about how you can use this to further your message. Post pictures or short video clips any time
leading up to April 4. There were a few tsunami posts last year, let's aim for more in 2018.
There are a number of drills planned over the next month, great opportunities to grab some

http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/guam2018.pdf
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1672&catid=1075&Itemid=1075
https://vimeo.com/259071701/c53e36fe1c
https://vimeo.com/259072038/c4cb00159c
https://vimeo.com/259072338/2654c51e57
mailto:info@tsunamizone.org
https://www.tsunamizone.org/calendar/event_submit.php
https://www.fema.gov/preptalks/mileti
https://www.fema.gov/preptalks/mileti
https://www.fema.gov/preptalks
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/News/Article/ArtMID/1660/ArticleID/523/Severe-Storm-Preparedness-Week-The-Homeowners-Handbook-to-Prepare-for-Natural-Hazards-Moves-Westward
http://www.glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/homeowners-handbook-hurricanes.pdf
https://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/sendai-framework
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/topics/economy.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/economics-and-demographics.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/economics-and-demographics.html
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/safeplaceselfie
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Next Call
May 8, 2pm EDT
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