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2017 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Call #1 – November 10, 2016

Participants

Dan Belanger (Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management)
Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center)
Maximilian Dixon (Washington Emergency Management Division)
Brian Garcia (NOAA/NWS/Monterey)
Glorymar Gomez (Puerto Rico Seismic Network)
Kieran Isidore (Virgin Islands Territorial Emergency Management Agency)
Yvetee LaDuke (California Office of Emergency Services)
Mark Lechner (Navy Region Southwest)
Manuel Lugo (Washington Emergency Management Division)
John Marquis (Southern California Earthquake Center)
Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Liz Vanacore (Puerto Rico Seismic Network)
Roy Watlington (Professor Emeritus, U.S. Virgin Islands)
Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region)

Participant Updates

Christa Rabenold (NWS/HQ) introduced the call as the kickoff call for the 2017 tsunami
preparedness campaign season (with a final reflection on 2016). As a reminder, the primary purpose
of these calls is to share ideas and discuss how NTHMP and NWS partners can support each other's
efforts. The wiki page for 2017 is
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/doku.php?id=2017_tsunami_preparedness_campaigns. The
NTHMP has decided not to designate a specific week in 2017 as Tsunami Preparedness Week given
the multitude of different recognition weeks. However, they recognize the importance of tsunami
preparedness campaigns and support U.S. states and territories in their efforts to promote tsunami
preparedness at times during the year that make the most sense for their coasts. The NTHMP
Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns web page is one of the most visited pages on the NTHMP website,
so it's important to keep this page up to date. Updates should be sent to Christa Rabenold. When
available, dates will be posted there, on the TsunamiZone, and shared with NWS colleagues for
inclusion on the preparedness events calendar. Dates we know:
– American Samoa - September 24-30
– California - March 27-31
– Hawaii - Month of April
– Puerto Rico - March 19-25
– U.S. Virgin Islands - March 19-25
The dates for the 2017 exercises are:
– Caribe Wave: Costa Rica, Cuba and – Northern Lesser Antilles (3 scenarios) - March 21
– Lantex: M 8.8 Offshore Portugal - March 22
– Pacifex: M 8.5 British Columbia (northern Cascadia) - March 29

Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center) shared that ShakeOut participation across
the country was level from last year. Some areas had big increases. There's been more discussion of
moving tsunami-related activities to the ShakeOut period. There's more emphasis on including
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tsunami components in ShakeOut drills near the coast. The Redwood Coast Tsunami Work Group in
Northern California is moving its tsunami campaign to correspond with ShakeOut, in part because the
weather is so bad in March.

Yvette LDuke (California Office of Emergency Services) mentioned that the State of California
currently still plans to hold Tsunami Preparedness Week in March: March 27-31.

Maximilian Dixon (Washington Emergency Management Division) shared that ShakeOut activities in
the state included testing sirens, school evacuation drills, social media, and outreach in Spanish. They
are working with Oregon, CREW, and British Columbia leading up to next year's ShakeOut. There's a
lot of collaboration and the emphasis is on promoting the idea of doing more than just Drop, Cover,
and Hold On as part of the drills. Materials are being created and will be available to everyone.
Washington is planning a Tsunami Preparedness Week in April. Pacific County will host some
activities, including an exercise of some sort and pedestrian evacuation modeling training with Nate
Wood (U.S. Geological Survey).

Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region) informed the group that Santa Rosa County, Florida, has
been recognized as the first TsunamiReady Community in the Gulf. This was thanks to a lot of hard
work by the County as well as NWS/Mobile, Chayne Sparagowski, and NWS/Southern Region. This was
quite an achievement given the low tsunami hazard in the Gulf and thus the difficulty in generating
community interest. The Southern Region sees great potential in the TsunamiReady Supporter
program in the Gulf.

Glorymar Gomez (Puerto Rico Seismic Network) mentioned that she will be presenting a poster on
the TsunamiReady Supporter program's success in Puerto Rico at the next AGU meeting (on Friday).
People attending are encouraged to stop by and check it out.

TsunamiZone Notes

Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center) provided updates on the TsunamiZone:
– Last year's real focus was setting up the pages for Caribe Wave (Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands).
– This year's focus will be on updating and improving content and continuing to support the addition
of new partners.
– Discussion continues about how to register/count tsunami activities associated with ShakeOut.
– Let's think about how we can better feature TsunamiReady in the TsunamiZone.
– States/territories interested in creating dedicated pages can email info@tsunamizone.org.

Other Notes
– There's a new New Yorker article that focuses on Seaside, Oregon: The Really Small Ones.
– Seaside, Oregon, passed a bond measure last week to move it's schools out of the tsunami hazard
zone. Article.
– The group agreed to continue bimonthly calls into the new year rather than returning to monthly
calls as has been done in previous years.

Next Call
January 2017 TBD
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