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2016 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Call #6 – May 10, 2016

Participants

Christa von Hillebrandt (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program)
Rocky Lopes (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Kevin Miller (California Office of Emergency Services)
Karen Parmelee (Oregon Office of Emergency Management)
Cindi Preller (NOAA/NWS/International Tsunami Information Center)
Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Wilfredo Ramos (Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency)
Adena Reed (California Office of Emergency Services)
Brittany Schina (Emergency Management British Columbia)
Chayne Sparagowski (Coastal Bend Council of Governments, Texas)
Alex Tardy (NOAA/NWS/San Diego)
Harvey Thurm (NOAA/NWS/Eastern Region)
Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region)
Herb Zick (Navy Region Southwest)

Participant Updates

Brittany Schina (Emergency Management British Columbia, EMBC) shared that EMBC facilitated a
community-led event in Tofino, a pretty high-risk community on the west coast of Vancouver Island
and a significant tourist area (the population varies from 2,000 in the winter to 30,000 in the
summer). Tofino served as the pilot community for EMBC’s “High Ground Hike” concept. The event
featured students walking the path from the beach to high ground. At high ground, government
officials and representatives from first nations spoke about the importance of preparedness.
Preparedness organizations had tables and booths. Students were provided with “High Ground Hike
Passports” to fill with stamps from participating organizations. To get a stamp, students visited an
organization’s table/booth and answered a question. Students with full passports received EMBC
preparedness starter kits. For the pilot, EMBC provided trail markers, t-shirts, kits, and other event
materials. The event was hugely successful and EMBC is hoping other communities will conduct “High
Ground Hikes.” EMBC will provide templates for event materials and planning support for future
events.

Kevin Miller (California Office of Emergency Services) shared that the live code test in the northern
three counties went well. There were no complications. Overflights were held from the Bay area to the
Oregon border. The monthly tests in the other coastal counties also took place. There was a statewide
exercise drill to test the playbook scenario planning. Various events, including TsunamiWalks and
benefits, were held throughout the state (see
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=ca_2016_tsunami_preparedness_com
munity_activity_list.pdf) and the article in TsuInfo Alert
http://file.dnr.wa.gov/publications/ger_tsuinfo_2016_v18_no2.pdf). Also in California, Alex Tardy
(NOAA/NWS/San Diego) noted that they are moving forward with installing kiosks at Newport Beach
and the City of San Diego (likely near Pacific Beach) like those already in place at Huntington Beach,
Imperial Beach, and Seaside. Chapman University designed the original maps using social science.
Unfortunately, the funding for the Chapman program has run out. The kiosks are large, two-sided (one
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features rip currents, the other tsunamis), graffiti and weather resistant public displays that feature
maps, QR codes, local policies, and general evacuation information.

Karen Parmelee (Oregon Office of Emergency Management, OEM) provided updates on Oregon’s
Blue Line Project. It has been really well-received. It has raised a lot of questions, and other
communities are talking about how they can implement blue lines in their jurisdictions. Rocky Lopes
(NOAA/NWS/HQ) requested that someone from OEM write an article for TsuInfo Alert.

Christa von Hillebrandt (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program) shared about the
success of March’s CARIBE WAVE exercise. Registration was done through the TsunamiZone, which
provided great support and was able to add information about participants who did not register
directly through the site. There were 331,000 participants from 47 countries and territories. Puerto
Rico had the largest number of participants (over 100,000). It was likely the largest international
tsunami exercise ever done. (See article in TsuInfo Alert
http://file.dnr.wa.gov/publications/ger_tsuinfo_2016_v18_no2.pdf). The 2017 exercise is planned for
March 21, which will be part of Tsunami Preparedness Week in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Three scenarios are planned: Costa Rica, Cuba and Northern Lesser Antilles. European partners will be
involved. Puerto Rico is also looking ahead to 2018 and the 100th anniversary of the October 1918
earthquake and tsunami, which will include hosting the annual Seismological Society of America
annual meeting. Christa also mentioned that the first non-coastal community has been recognized as
TsunamiReady: Bayamon, Puerto Rico. Bayamon is up river from the coast, and it took a lot to
convince the mayor of the threat, but the impacts and videos of the 2011 Japan event helped.
Bayamon is one of two non-coastal Puerto Rico municipios with a tsunami threat. The other one is also
working on becoming TsunamiReady. Once it is recognized, all of Puerto Rico will be TsunamiReady.

Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ) and Cindi Preller (NOAA/NWS/International Tsunami Information
Center, ITIC) provided some updates for Hawaii. Among the many activities during Hawaii’s Tsunami
Preparedness Month, which marked the 70th anniversary of the 1946 tsunami, there were various
proclamations, a monthly test of the statewide outdoor siren warning system and Emergency Alert
System live audio broadcast, a series of video PSAs for movie theaters that provide background
information about the science behind tsunamis and warning along with tips about how to prepare and
respond, radio PSAs, full-page advertisements in local newspapers, emergency management fairs
(well-attended and with support from the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center and the ITIC), and
elementary school evacuation drills and a commemoration event. A news clip from a school drill
showed that kids know how to respond to a warning, providing evidence of the success of the
outreach and education efforts. In addition, the Pacific Tsunami Museum in Hilo hosted an open
house, debuting its new science room, with free admission. Over 700 people attended the event,
which featured government dignitaries and emergency management officials. The ITIC created a
historic tsunami effects poster for Hawaii (see
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/images/stories/media_resources/factsheets/HIHistoricalTsunamiEffects_1812-
2015_small.pdf and let Cindi know if you want a copy) and a historic tsunami photo album with over
1,000 photos (mostly from 1946, 1957, and 1960).

Cindi Preller also provided an update on Alaska’s Tsunami Preparedness Week activities in March.
The live code test was very, very successful. They tried new things. A four-day tsunami operations
workshop was held in Dutch Harbor. It featured speakers from the National Tsunami Warning Center,
University of Alaska–Fairbanks, and NWS Anchorage. Attendees included emergency managers from
the Aleutian chain as well as the peninsula. The earthquake simulator was featured at events. King
Cove’s TsunamiReady recognition was renewed.

Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region) mentioned that he is actively promoting the COMET
training for the new TsunamiReady Guidelines
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(https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1198) and keeping offices informed about the
directive and the guidelines (which take effect in June).

Chayne Sparagowski (Coastal Bend Council of Governments, Texas) shared that Santa Rosa County
in Florida has installed tsunami signs and is working on setting up a TsunamiReady verification visit.
This would be the first Gulf Coast TsunamiReady community.

Christa Rabenold shared that FEMA Region X is ramping up social media efforts for the June 7-10
Cascadia Rising Exercise. Social media shareables are available at
http://www.fema.gov/cascadia-rising-2016/social-media-shareables. There is a TweetChat scheduled
for June 6. The emphasis of the chat is on getting the public to ask questions and share their plans.
#CascadiaEQ

Kevin Miller mentioned that there is another new video coming from the TsunamiZone. When asked
about the previously mentioned fast draw video being produced by NOAA’s National Ocean Service,
Christa Rabenold and Rocky Lopes responded that the video is almost done (just needs music
added). It will be posted to YouTube and shared with the group when available.

Next Call

It was agreed that the calls would continue every other month. The next call will be scheduled for July.
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