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2016 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Call #5 – March 9, 2016
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America's PrepareAthon

Matt Lyttle (Individual and Community Preparedness Division) joined the call today to talk about
America’s PrepareAthon. He shared some statistics and stressed the importance of being prepared.
PrepareAthon is an action-based campaign to get people excited about preparedness, share best
practices and stories, and take steps to be prepared. While the push is focused on activities during
the spring and fall campaigns, they can take place at any time during the year, and can be associated
with activities not branded as “PrepareAthon,” like ShakeOut, Weather-Ready Nation, TsunamiZone,
etc. The next Day of Action is April 30, and hazard-themed weeks that put the spotlight on individual
hazards precede and follow the day. 1,700 activities were registered last year. They’re off to a good
start this year and have partnered with ShakeOut, the TsunamiZone, CARIBE WAVE, NWS, Amtrak,
and others to get events front and center. The campaign promotes 10 major ways (easy steps) to get
prepared. This information and more is available on the website, which has been updated to include
more social engagement. Materials are available in multiple languages.

Doug Hilderbrand (NOAAl/NWS/HQ) suggested that when partnering on an activity, be sure to
coordinate with partners to make sure the events get registered.

http://www.ready.gov/prepare
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Mark Benthien (Southern California Earthquake Center) reminded us that activities registered with
TsunamiZone will be reported to PrepareAthon, so there is not a need to register the activity
separately with PrepareAthon unless it is a major event that people may be looking for on the
PrepareAthon site. Where an activity is posted on both sites, they will figure out how to avoid double
counting.

Partner Updates

Kevin Richards (Hawaii Emergency Management Agency) noted that Tsunami Awareness Month
(April) is coming up fast. They do communications and outreach throughout the year, but put a
special focus on April as it marks the anniversary of the April 1, 1946, event (this year marks 70
years). The month begins with sounding the sirens, county- and state-level proclamations, and school
drills. They continue to educate the schools newly mapped into the expanded evacuation zone about
the threat and the mandatory requirement to plan for it. There will also be on-camera interviews and
PSAs in 16 different languages. PSAs will also be shown in movie theaters. On April 16, the Pacific
Tsunami Museum in Hilo will host an open house that will feature booths, new exhibits, and experts
from USGS (including the Volcano Observatory), the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, and state and
county emergency management.

Althea Rizzo (Oregon Office of Emergency Management) shared that later this week they will be
debuting the new “Tsunami Blue Lines” with tsunami walk outs. Congressman Peter DeFazio will be
participating in the walk out in Florence. Some state legislators also plan to participate in walk outs.

Glorymar Gomez (Puerto Rico Seismic Network) reminded us that they've been doing a lot to
prepare for CARIBE WAVE and are looking forward to the exercise. Moving forward, they plan to use
TsunamiZone.org to promote other tsunami preparedness activities.

Kevin Miller (California Emergency Management Agency) highlighted some of the tsunami
preparedness activities taking place in the state. To provide a more comprehensive picture, he shared
this list.

Jeff Lorens (NOAA/NWS/Western Region) confirmed that the approved NOAA press releases for the
California communications tests will go out the week before the tests.

Cindi Preller (International Tsunami Information Center, ITIC) shared that the ITIC is supporting
Hawaii's activities and is publishing a Hawaii historic tsunami effects poster for schools.

Steve Pfaff (NOAA/NWS/Wilmington, NC) shared that he is working with the Morehead City Weather
Forecast Office on a communications test associated with LANTEX16 that will include a few North and
South Carolina counties. He also mentioned that the East Coast Tsunami Threats articulate (e-learning
tool) has been updated.

Roy Watlington (Professor Emeritus, U.S. Virgin Islands) shared that the U.S. Virgin Islands is
preparing for CARIBE WAVE 2016 through VITEMA. There is a great deal of international involvement
with the exercise, including from the International Coordinating Group for the Tsunami and Other
Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions, the Caribbean Disaster
Emergency Management Agency, and a Central American disaster prevention group. There will be
sirens, drills and school exercises, and the Virgin Islands Legislature is planning to conduct one of the
several tsunami walks planned. Private industry is also more involved this year, and a regional
container shipping company is restarting its disaster preparedness outreach program that will benefit
the Virgin Islands as well as several neighboring sovereign countries. Continuing the drive of tsunami
awareness week, the National Disaster Preparedness Training Center out of Hawaii will be conducting

http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/ca_2016_tsunami_preparedness_community_activity_list.pdf
http://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/eastcoast/training/player.html
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12 sessions of its Tsunami Awareness course (AWR 217) in the U.S. Virgin Islands in March and April.

Next Call

Tuesday, May 10, 2-3pm Eastern

Future Calls

We began the discussion of continuing calls throughout the year now that efforts are not as focused
on March/April. The proposed plan is to have calls every other month going forward. We will revisit
this on the May call. Mull it over.
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