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2015 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Call #7 – May 11, 2015

Participants
Gerard Fryer (NOAA/NWS/Pacific Tsunami Warning Center)
Christa von Hillebrandt-Andrade (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program, CTWP)
Rocky Lopes (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Jeff Lorens (NOAA/NWS/Western Region)
Erv Petty (Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management)
Cindi Preller (NOAA/NWS/Alaska Region)
Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Walter Snell (NOAA/NWS/San Juan)
Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region)

Spring Tsunami Preparedness Campaign Recaps

Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ) shared that materials produced for the NWS Spring Safety
campaign were used by a number of partners in support of their tsunami preparedness campaigns,
and NWS HQ has been posting the prepared tsunami messages on social media throughout the
campaign.

Erv Petty (Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management) noted that Alaska
scaled back their efforts from last year’s big anniversary. The governor issued two proclamations:
Tsunami Preparedness Week and 1964 Alaskan Earthquake Remembrance Day. There was a live code
test, and the message went out over EAS and NOAA Weather Radio. There were some siren issues,
which were fixed. After the test, staff did a callout to make sure that the messages were received. It
went well, but there were some complaints, mostly from people who didn’t understand. Notifications
had gone out to all coastal emergency managers and school districts, and they were encouraged to
do drop, cover, and hold drills. Some communities and schools did outreach. Also in March, a
workshop was held in Ketchikan. Twenty-four people attended from 14-15 tiny, remote communities.
Feedback was good, and participants were eager to share what they learned. Cindi Preller
(NOAA/NWS/Alaska Region) also noted that there were several local exercises and an open house at
the National Tsunami Warning Center.

Gerard Fryer (NOAA/NWS/Pacific Tsunami Warning Center) shared that in Hawaii Tsunami Awareness
Month was scaled back this year, but that recent awareness efforts have been focused on the new
extreme tsunami evacuation maps for the state. These maps are in response to the 2011 tsunami,
which raised concern about the potential for significant event originating in the Aleutians. The
governor and Honolulu mayor proclaimed April as Tsunami Awareness Month. There was a kick-off
event at the Lanikai Elementary School. While not previously in an evacuation zone, the school is now
in the extreme evacuation zone. This event was a good opportunity to raise the visibility of this
change and engage the students in tsunami activities. There were also other school events. Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickham held a successful walk to safety. NOAA hosted the 50th anniversary of the
Pacific Tsunami Warning System at the Inouye Regional Center on Ford Island. It was a great success.

Jeff Lorens (NOAA/NWS/Western Region) said that activities in California were also low key. There was
a live code test in the northern counties and the monthly warning tests elsewhere. Feedback was
solicited for the live code test. It went well, but there was some negative feedback and siren issues,
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but nothing major that can’t be addressed. Leading up to the test, Rick Wilson (California Geological
Survey) had conducted a drill using the new FASTER phased approach (playbooks). There were also
some local activities. The NWS San Diego Weather Forecast Office held WeatherFest on May 9, an all-
hazards safety expo.

Walter Snell (NOAA/NWS/Puerto Rico) mentioned that it was a fairly uneventful week in Puerto Rico.
They used much of the NWS/HQ prepared materials and Graphicast for social media, which was
successful. Walter noted the new TsunamiReady guidelines, but most of the communities in Puerto
Rico are already meeting them. There are two new communities looking to become TsunamiReady
that are not on the coast. Their threat comes from tsunamis moving inland up river.

Christa von Hillebrandt (NOAA/NWS/Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program) reported on the success of
this year’s Caribe Wave and Lantex, which had over 135,000 people registered. Every Caribbean
country/territory participated this year for the first time and shared what they are doing regarding
tsunami preparedness. This information is being compiled and will be available online in a report from
UNESCO/IOC. The CTWP also used the social media messages provided by NWS/HQ. In Puerto Rico,
there was a lot of involvement from schools. They have to do two evacuation drills a year, so this
counts as one of them. It’s a good way for information to get into homes. Next year’s Caribe Wave is
tentatively planned for March 16. This is due to religious holidays at the end of March. Timing of the
other exercises is still TBD. A shift from the National Tsunami Warning Center to the Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center is scheduled to take place for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands in September. This
will minimize confusion that stemmed from the issuance of regional alerts from two different warning
centers. There will still be two sets of products, domestic and international, but they will be based on
the same information. The content of the messages won’t change, but outreach about the change will
still be important.

Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region) mentioned that Puerto Rico had a live code test and
shared that the Jacksonville and Melbourne, Florida, Weather Forecast Offices conducted drills and are
working with local emergency managers on tsunami preparedness. The Corpus Christi, Texas, office
also did a lot of outreach, which included using the materials provided by NWS/HQ. (Christa von
Hillebrandt pointed out that a former Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program intern now works in the
Corpus office, which explains why interest is so high there. It’s a good example of the benefits of
having students circulate through offices.) The Lake Charles, Louisiana, office briefed the U.S. Coast
Guard and the public about the tsunami hazard and is really stepping up efforts to gain more interest
in the program.

Other Notes

A number of other states and territories have expressed interest in the TsunamiZone, but only
the Caribbean has joined the effort to date. Kevin Miller (California Office of Emergency
Services) will be talking about it at the summer NTHMP meeting to continue to drum up interest
and participation. The site has been updated to be less California-centric and it remains a work
in progress. Recommendations are welcome and can be sent to info@tsunamizone.org.
FEMA would like us to register our tsunami-related events with America's Preparathon.
Participants agreed that there is value in these calls, so they will be resumed in November to
share ideas about next spring’s campaigns.
There was a suggestion to merge these calls with the TsunamiZone calls. This is a good idea
that merits further discussion.
The materials provided by NWS/HQ are useful and support consistent messaging.
A short video (two minutes at most) would be helpful.

We will begin the calls again in November, at which point we should have some good recaps from
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activities in Washington, Oregon, and American Samoa.

From:
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/ - Tsunami Education

Permanent link:
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/doku.php/tsuprep2015call7

Last update: 2015/05/13 12:03

http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/
http://www.tsunamieducation.org/wiki/doku.php/tsuprep2015call7

	2015 Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns
	Call #7 – May 11, 2015


