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Gerard Fryer (NOAA/NWS/Pacific Tsunami Warning Center)
Lewis Kozlosky (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Jeff Lorens (NOAA/NWS/Western Region)
Elinor Lutu-McMoore (NOAA/NWS/Pago Pago)
Troy Nicolini (NOAA/NWS/Eureka)
Alina Nieves (NOAA/NWS/Corpus Christi)
Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ)
Althea Rizzo (Oregon Office of Emergency Management)
Jeri Siegel (California Office of Emergency Services)
Alex Tardy (NOAA/NWS/San Diego)
Harvey Thurm (NOAA/NWS/Eastern Region)
Brynee’ Walker (Washington Emergency Management Division)
Paul Whitmore (NOAA/NWS/National Tsunami Warning Center)
Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region)
George Zuniga (Navy Region Southwest)

Notes added from Kevin Richards (Hawaii Emergency Management Agency)

National Weather Service HQ Updates

Christa Rabenold (NOAA/NWS/HQ) mentioned that she had shared the tsunami-specific materials for
NWS’s Spring Safety Campaign with the group and that they were also posted to the NTHMP Tsunami
Preparedness Week page at http://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/tpw/tsunami-preparedness-week.html.
Additional posts have been drafted to recognize the historic tsunamis that occurred during this three
month period and added to a social media calendar for NWS/HQ. Alex Tardy requested the post for
the 3/11/11 event (Christa emailed this to the group after the call).

Other Federal Updates

Walt Zaleski (NOAA/NWS/Southern Region) shared that the Weather Forecast Office in Jacksonville,
Florida, is holding a Tsunami Workshop/Working Group outreach/preparedness event on March 25 in
conjunction with the national exercise. The event will be hosted at the St. Johns County Emergency
Management Center in St. Augustine, Florida. From a follow-up email from Walt “The goal of the
workshop will be to raise tsunami awareness, identify any local and regional planning gaps and to
coordinate potential tsunami response activities between the county/city, state and federal agencies
that would be tasked with responding to a tsunami advisory, watch or warning along our coast. We
will use the tsunami exercise as a catalyst for discussion of this threat. It is hoped that at the
conclusion of this exercise we can begin to address the tsunami threat on a regional basis.”

Alex Tardy (NOAA/NWS/San Diego) shared that San Diego County is not doing as much as they did
last year. Both San Diego and Orange Counties are planning drills. Newport Beach and Huntington
Beach may be doing local outreach. On May 9, the San Diego Weather Forecast Office is hosting
WeatherFest, an all-hazards safety expo that will include a focus on tsunamis.

TsunamiZone Update

Jeri Siegel (CA Office of Emergency Services) shared that the site was supposed to role out on
Wednesday with an email from the developers to those who registered last year and an email
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from OES to partners. Christa Rabenold requested that she be copied on the email so that she
can share it with this group. The Caribbean will be fully added as a partner for next year (this
year there will be a link). Updates will continue to made and new partners welcomed as this site
is now intended to be for year round events.
Christa Rabenold mentioned that the updated site will have links to state/territorial resources
for tsunami evacuation/inundation maps on the “Know Your Zone” page. If you don’t see a link
to your maps (or your preferred link), please send the information to
christa.rabenold@noaa.gov and she’ll get it added.

Plans for Tsunami Preparedness Campaigns

Jeri Siegel shared the following:

Plans are still underway for the live code test and overflight in the Del Norte area.
Last year, Crescent City held an informational tour to commemorate the 1964 event. Since
then, they have established 8 permanent kiosks for self-guided walking tours. On March 28,
there will be a dedication for the kiosk walking tour. Participants with smartphones will be able
to scan QR codes on each kiosk for more information. Those who complete the walking tour will
be able to get Tsunami Safe stickers and a collectible souvenir token from the Visitors Center,
while supplies last. Also, on the 28th, numerous downtown businesses will be offering Tsunami
Safe specials. http://www.crescentcity.org/docs/pr/030315_TsunamiKiosk_PressRelease.pdf.
This week, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors is expected to issue their proclamation in
support of Tsunami week 2015 and the live code tsunami test.

Gerard Fryer (NOAA/NWS/National Tsunami Warning Center) shared some events that will take place
in Hawaii for April’s Tsunami Awareness Month. Kevin Richards (Hawaii Emergency Management
Agency) followed-up with Christa Rabenold after the call and provided more information. Their input is
combined here:

The month will be kicked off on April 1 with a ceremony at the Lanikai Elementary School. The
governor (confirmed by Kevin R.), lieutenant governor and mayor will be in attendance along
with Gerard and a local comedian. Lanikai is one of the schools mapped into the new extreme
zone.
The Hawaii Hazards and Resilience Program will be engaged in its outreach to communities.
This successful all-hazards community–led program is now in ~12 communities around the state
and draws ~40 people per meeting.
The PRiMO (Pacific Risk Management 'Ohana) meeting is being held March 24-26 in Honolulu.
There will be some tsunami sessions and an exhibit.
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickham will be holding an evacuation exercise in early April.
The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation
System meeting and a two-day tsunami symposium will take place in Honolulu the week of April
20. Kevin and his boss will both be presenting, and HI-EMA will be hosting an event at their
emergency operations center.
Other activities include a tabletop exercise, Red Cross presentation, an event at the Bishop
Museum (possibly), exhibits at the Children’s Museum and the Pacific Tsunami Museum, a siren
test, tsunami walk, outreach to homeless populations, mayor’s proclamations on Hawaii and
Oahu (at least), outreach in regard to the new extreme mapping, media, and safety fairs at the
Navy, Marine Corps, and Pearl Harbor bases.

Alina Nieves (NOAA/NWS/Corpus Christi) shared that the Corpus Christi Weather Forecast Office will
be holding three webinars for elementary schools (4th and 5th graders) and will be visiting one school
(on North Padre Island) for a presentation to 4th graders. They will also use social media to share
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tsunami preparedness messages during Tsunami Preparedness Week.

Elinor Lutu-McMoore (NOAA/NWS/Pago Pago) shared that planning discussions for Tsunami Awareness
Week activities in American Samoa are underway. She is working on putting together a brochure of
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center products for American Samoa and plans to hold a public workshop.
The week will conclude with a floating lantern ceremony to honor the victims of the 2009 tsunami.
There may also be an exercise in September for American Samoa, CNMI, and Guam. Outreach to
schools and villages is ongoing. Elinor also mentioned that they are looking into updating their maps
and beginning work to update their TsunamiReady application.

Brynne’ Walker (Washington State Emergency Management) shared that their plans for the last week
in March include a Spanish forum in Pacific County on the 24th using their new Spanish products, a
weather radio program in Clallam County, and a business/hotel/motel presentation in Clallam County.
She confirmed that they do not formally recognize the week as Tsunami Preparedness Week.

Next Call - Recap of March/April activities: Doodle poll will be sent out in April.
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