
NTHMP MES MEETING NOTES 

October 29, 2019 

Called to order at 3 PM (EDT/AST). 

Participants: Kevin Miller (Meeting Chair), Christa von Hillebrandt, Tamra Biasco, Brad Baker,  Walt 
Zaleski, Carlos Irigoyen, Rocky Lopes, Summer Ohlendorf, Laura Kong, Robert White, Elyssa Tappero, 
Lewis Kozwlosky, Dan Belanger, Nic Arcos, Amanda Siok, Victor Huerfano 

TsunamiReady  - Discussion and reconfirmation of recommendation to change the length of time a 
TsunamiReady community is recognized (currently 3 years – proposed 4 years.  Rocky indicated the he 
spoke with StormReady program leads and they indicated they would be amenable to 4-year renewals.  
Christa indicated this would be consistent with International Guideline.  Walt Zaleski indicated SR would 
support contingent that StormReady also be on a 4 year renewal cycle, if not it would create more, 
instead of less work for WCMs, especially Puerto Rico.  California also reconfirmed its support.  A six 
month extension past renewal and additional six month extension at the request of the corresponding 
WCM would remain in place. 

MES Terms of Reference.  Tamra gave some background and indicated that there was a majority of 
votes to move forward with the updated terms of reference.  Any feedback or suggestions for changes 
would have to be sent to Tamra by October 31 COB (Pacific) in order to update and send to Rocky for 
consideration of the CC.   

Exercise Updates.  Christa indicated that CARIBE WAVE20 would be held on March 19, 2020, there 
would be two scenarios, Portugal, and Jamaica, for the domestic component Puerto Rico has chosen 
Portugal.   Summer indicated that James Wadell is working on LANTEX and PACIFEX.  Laura Kong 
indicated that the next PACWAVE would be held from September until November 2020.  Christa will 
discuss with James an evaluation/feedback instrument. 

Social Science Report.  Reviewed report from Summer Meeting.  Surveys have been completed in five 
states.  Report is expected from Dr. Michael Lindell, who is contracted, by end of 2019.  

MES review and work plan updates 

Kevin provided an update on the status of the Annual Work Plan.  He noted that for TsunamiZone.org 
there had be an Increase from 570,000 to 840,000 registrations between 2018 and 2019.  Additional 
websites have come on line for Hawaii and Alaska.  Social science work moving forward, the report 
should be available for the winter meeting.  Additional work on Maritime Guidance is being completed 
(target date for completion is 2020).  Additional discussion will take place on coordination of work 
between MES and Mitigation and Recovery Work Group.   

Winter Meeting (Portland, January 28-31, 2020).  The meeting page is 
https://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/2020wintermeeting/index.html  which includes the overall schedule.  
Kevin made a request for topics.  Rocky suggested including a space for introductions between NTHMP 
and his replacement.  Christa recalled that there was a request for a special breakfast session for 
newbies on first day.  When suggesting topics, consideration should be given to thinking of topics 
consider if it is for MES or MES/MMS Combined meeting.  Rocky indicated that the Plenary Keynote 
State of the NTHMP will probably not take place.  A farewell dinner for Rocky will be held on 

https://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/2020wintermeeting/index.html


Wednesday, January 29.  Please send agenda items for the meeting to Kevin, Tamra and Christa.  Rocky 
encouraged all to make hotel reservation to guarantee the special rate. 

Special Topics 

World Tsunami Awareness Day –Laura Kong recalled that WTAD will be held on November 5 and will 
promote Target (d) of the "Sendai Seven Campaign" which focuses on reducing disaster damage to 
critical infrastructure and disruption of basic services, especially vertical evacuation and maritime 
operations.   

CA – Social media through Cal OES/CGS/NWS offices, announcement of Statewide Bi-annual 
Communications Test 

PR - Nighttime Tsunami Evacuation Exercise, Mayagüez, PR - media coverage and social media campaign 

HI - Completed Technical Review of Tsunami Hazard Maps for Port Allen and Nawiliwili Harbor, Kauai.  
To date, the commercial harbors have been done for Oahu, Big Island, Maui, and Kauai.  Work provided 
Tsunami Warning and Advisory threshold tables for the US Coast Guard who is in charge of the 
commercial harbors for the State. 

WA - UNDRR video on Ocosta Elementary School Vertical Evacuation Building.  Videographer 
documented Oct 17 Shakeout and Tsunami Drill, as well as interviewed for Ocosta.  WA / NOAA has not 
yet seen draft. 

NCEI - updated materials on historical events, including for WTAD - web site, Twitter, Facebook 

NWS SR - Highlighting WTAD in News to Field 

NWS-HG - will submit SM content to NWS-H for posting 

ITIC and CTWP - plan Facebook posts on    Laura will share these updates with Mike so he can share with 
IOC. 

There are two official websites promoting WTAD  https://www.unisdr.org/tsunamiday and 
https://www.un.org/en/events/tsunamiday/    

The UNDRR (UNISDR) web site is more social-friendly with many more recent Resources.  It is also 
already featuring videos on Ocosta Elementary School and NOAA Ocean Today.  The suggested hashtags 
are #BuildToLast  (2019 Theme) and #TsunamiDay 

Rocky announced that this is his last meeting MES, expressed his appreciation to the SC and noted its 
growth, development and accomplishments. Christa, on behalf of MES noted that the growth, 
development and accomplishments of MES were greatly facilitated and made possible thanks to his 
unwavering and tireless support.  Walt noted also his role as an advocate.  Carlos expressed his 
gratitude for his support to PR.  

Roll call was conducted again and attendees confirmed. 

Ended 3:45 PM (EDT, AST). 

Notes taken by Christa von Hillebrandt-Andrade 

https://www.unisdr.org/tsunamiday
https://www.un.org/en/events/tsunamiday/

