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Fifty years ago this month, a strong earthquake in Alaska’s Prince William Sound caused a
powerful tsunami. The Great Alaska Earthquake and Tsunamis of 1964 damaged or destroyed
many towns along the Alaskan coast and killed more than 100 people across Alaska, Oregon,
and California. Tsunamis in recent years—the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the 2011 tsunami
in Japan—serve as vivid reminders that these disasters occur with little notice and can strike
coastlines in a matter of minutes. This National Tsunami Preparedness Week, we pay tribute to
those we have lost, honor the resilience of our people, and recommit to taking action to prepare
ourselves and one another before a tsunami strikes.

Our Nation’s coastal communities are vulnerable to this uncommon yet deadly natural
phenomenon. Strong undersea earthquakes typically cause tsunamis, but landslides, volcanic
eruptions, and meteorite strikes in the ocean can also trigger them. While not all earthquakes in
coastal regions result in tsunamis, residents and visitors in these areas should recognize strong or

prolonged ground shaking and unusual or rapid changes in ocean water levels as natural warning
signs of a potential tsunami.

Since 1964, our Nation has made significant improvements in our ability to forecast, detect, and
warn individuals of potential tsunami impacts. The Federal Government—in partnership with
state and local governments—is working diligently to improve our coastal communities’ tsunami
preparedness. Since we cannot prevent tsunamis, we must come together to enhance public
awareness and prepare schools, volunteer groups, rescue and relief organizations, the private
sector, and the media for coordinated action before, during, and after a tsunami.

During National Tsunami Preparedness Week, I call on all Americans—especially those who
live, work, and relax on the coast—to learn more about tsunamis and better prepare for them.




