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Welcome and Introductions
Jen Rhoades welcomed the meeting attendees and initiated the meeting

2011 Action Items
The MES-EC discussed the status of open MES NTHMP Strategic Plan Action Items.  The status of the action items are included in the NTHMP Action Item Spreadsheet, particular items are:

Develop Decision Support Tools:  Erv is going to collect input by October 1, 2011, and specific tools/criteria will be discussed at the Annual MES-EC Meeting.
Baseline Metrics:  Team Formed to establish metrics and propose a methodology to collect data to support metrics.  These will be presented at the Annual MES-EC meeting for discussion/approval.  The Team Members are:  Jen Rhoades, Kevin Richards, and Rainer Dombrowsky.
State Media Guidebooks:  Puerto Rico and Alaska’s media guidebooks are nearing completion; California and Hawaii’s guidebooks are still in the development phases.

TsunamiReady Improvement Plan:  The website for the updated guidelines is underdevelopment.  The planned regional outreach meetings were cancelled due to high-level of response required to the March 11, 2011 tsunami event.  Plans are being developed to plan these outreach meetings.

Status of NTHMP Repository

Jen Rhoades provided an update on the NTHMP Repository.  The technical requirements were reviewed by the NTHMP-CC in the Spring.  As a result of the review, ERT is working on a design document for the repository.  The design document, along with the requirements, is expected to be delivered to the NTHMP-CC for review/approval at the end of August.

2012 Tsunami Awareness Week

Jen Rhoades and Rocky Lopes provided an update on the planned 2012 Tsunami Awareness Week.   Although there was some earlier discussion about changing the week to coincide with the March 11 Tsunami Anniversary, it’s been decided to go with the originally planned week and use the March 11 Anniversary to market the week.  Rocky asked for volunteers to help with the planning of the week, and will set up a doodle pool to set up the first meeting for the planning team.  MES-EC team members:  Kevin Richards, Rainer Dombrowsky, Kevin Miller, Tamra Biasco, John Schelling, and Jen Rhoades.  Additional members include:  Rocky Lopes, Cindi Preller, Gerard Fryer, and Elizabeth Barton.
Re-Authorization of the Tsunami Warning and Education Act (TWEA)

Jen Rhoades discussed a joint effort between the NTHMP Sub-Committees to work on the language for the re-authorization of TWEA.  Each sub-committee had been asked to provide 2 volunteers to support this effort, and Jen asked for volunteers from the MES-EC.  Volunteers are:  Kevin Richards, Rainer Dombrowsky, Kevin Miller, Victor Huerfano, and Erv Petty.  Jen will get back to the volunteers after speaking with the other Sub-Committees.
Social Science Review

Chris Gregg provided an update to the Social Science Review that he and his team are supporting for NOAA.  The project has three primary objectives related to using social science to understand and improve aspects of NOAA’s tsunami program. These objectives are to:
1. evaluate warning products of the two NOAA Tsunami Warning Centers; 
2. measure the influence of educational outreach on communities associated with a proposed Tsunami Ready Program Improvement Plan (TRPIP); and 
3. develop a searchable, online compendium of social science research on tsunamis. 
Since January, the project has completed the following efforts: 

· conducted focus group meetings for Objective 1 and 2 in 4 of the 8 areas of interest (WA, Am Samoa, HI and CA) in May and June and scheduled the remaining areas for August to October. 

· initial evaluation of TWC warning products for Objective 1;

· initiation of baseline data collection for Objective 2 in the US Virgin Islands.
· initial analysis of  baseline data from American Samoa for Objective 2; 
· developed a survey instrument and hired undergraduate students to conduct telephone interviews of a sample (N = 200 to 300) of the previous participants in the NSF funded study in WA, OR, CA, HI, AK, and NC for Objective 2. 

· Developed a methodology to construct social vulnerability maps in target communities by mapping the spatial distribution of attitudinal survey data in a GIS.

They are planning to complete their review of TWC warning products by the end of September, the Focus Groups by the end of October, and the telephone interviews and USVI survey by the end of August.

National Education Plan
Rocky Lopes (MES contractor) provided an update on the status of the National Tsunami Education Plan.  The plan is currently being reviewed by the NTHMP-CC for approval, and the suspense date for their review is August 20, 2011.  Once the plan is approved, Rocky plans to move forward with the execution of the plan.

Tsunami Hazus Module

Tamra reported that FEMA has approved the development and full funding of the Tsunami HAZUS Module, a major achievement!  The Scope of Work for the project is currently being defined, and an RFP is expected to be issued shortly.  The current plan is to have the module completed w/in the next 18 months.

Annual MES-EC Meeting

Potential dates and locations for the Annual MES-EC meeting were discussed, including utilizing the week that the West Coast Tsunami Meeting is being scheduled for.  Jen to the action to determine the planned date for the West Coast Meeting, and set up a doodle poll for MES-EC member availability including all weeks in October and the weeks of November 1st and November 28th.

Adjournment

No new business was discussed, and the meeting was adjourned at 3pm EDT.       
