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Maritime Community Support Goals 

 Promote accurate, consistent decision-
making products 

 Facilitate emergency harbor response 
planning activities 

 Depict areas in danger and safe from 
tsunamis 

 Create map, products, & coordination 
through accurate assessment of local 
risks 

Hazard 
Assessment 
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• Recovery issues experienced in 2011 



Players/Stakeholders 
(and Audience for this Guidance document) 

 Harbormasters (manage vessels and private assets) 
 State/Local Emergency Managers 
 Scientific/Academic Research community (provide 

knowledge) 
 US Coast Guard (authority to close waters) 

BENEFICIARIES 
 US Shipping interests 
 Public Maritime Community (ultimately; not directly) 

 



Tsunami Maritime Safety Planning 
1. Create in-harbor current hazard maps 
2. Create offshore safe depth evacuation zone 
3. Provide guidance and outreach 
4. Consistent national policy for maritime evacuation 

 Simulation of currents from USGS SAFRR Alaska Scenario for Alameda Island 






Maritime Response Playbooks 

**Draft Maritime 
Playbook for 
Santa Cruz Harbor 
now available** 



Duration of Damaging Currents 





Minimum Offshore Safe Areas for 
Maritime Evacuation 



Offshore Safety 
Zones for Maritime 

Community  

Working with NOAA 
and NTHMP 
partners a “Rule of 
thumb” for safety 
has been 100 
fathoms (600 feet) 
 

B A 

180 FEET 

Given a tsunami Warning or 
Advisory, how long does it take 
to get from?  
• Point “A” - Feet on the dock to  
• Point “B” - Safe Offshore 

Depth 

B 
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Maritime Education & Outreach 
for the Public 



Some Key Outreach Considerations 
(coordinated safety messaging) 

Guidance needs to address appropriate groups: 
  Large vessels (Military / Container) 
  Mid-size vessels (Fishing Fleet) 
  Small vessels (Private / Recreational) 
 
 
Who do you send to sea? 
 Bad weather 
 Enough fuel for extended periods (12-24 hours) 
 Ability to get to distant ports  



1) Does your harbor have a Tsunami Emergency Response 
Plan? 
a. Is it connected to the City’s/County’s? 
b. Address On land evacuation (people)? 
c. Address To Sea evacuation (vessels/people)? 
d. Consider Tsunami Warning/Watch/Advisory/Local 

Earthquake? 
 

2) Are tsunami mitigation measures for all participant's 
harbors integrated into the Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan? 

Emergency  
Planning Considerations 



Basic Safety Message 
Our fundamental recommendation is not to evacuate vessels offshore prior to the 
arrival of or during any tsunami.  However, if boaters decide to evacuate a 
harbor/port/marina in advance of a tsunami, scientific evidence indicates 
navigable and non-damaging conditions offshore in California can be found 
beyond an ocean depths specified by Region. 
 
Additional comments and caveats regarding boater safety include: 
1. Your personal safety from tsunamis can only be guaranteed by getting to 

and staying on land, above and beyond the established evacuation zone. 
2. Consider whether you have enough time to reach a depth of 180 feet offshore 

prior to tsunami arrival. 
3. Consider your navigational skill to reach distant ports (in some cases 

hundreds of miles away) if your home port is too damaged to return. 
4. Consider your preparedness in terms of having enough fuel, food, water, 

and clothing to remain at sea for an extended period (24 hours – 36 hours or 
more). 

5. The above considerations, especially preparedness, may be different 
(better) for medium to large commercial and military vessels, including the 
fishing fleet, than for smaller, recreational, private vessels. 





OREGON 



CALIFORNIA 



CARIBBEAN 

available at: 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/ctwp/ 
and http://prsn.uprm.edu 

Preparedness Materials 
Maritime Community 



HAWAII 

USCG Planning 

Outreach 



Conclusion:  Maritime Mitigation Planning, 
Guidance, and Implementation 

To assist with: 
1) Traffic control in and out of harbors 
2) Minimum offshore evacuation safe depth 
3) Port re-opening and Recovery issues 
4) Consistent national policy for maritime evacuation 

 






Survey Questions  
for NTHMP MES Membership 

   
1. What is your current tsunami maritime planning status?  Where 

does your state/territory/jurisdiction see themselves in 5 years?  
(general overall goals/objective) 
 

2. In Part 2 of the NTHMP “Maritime Planning and Preparedness 
Guidelines”, which response strategy do you use, or would you 
foresee developing?  (e.g. Advisory-Warning, Scenario-Specific) 
 

3. Have you developed educational materials and/or outreach 
capability specific to tsunami maritime preparedness?  Can you 
list/provide examples?  (e.g. brochure, workshop)  
 

4. In Part 3, based on your experience, what mitigation planning 
information specific to tsunami maritime needs should be included?  
What recovery planning information for the maritime community 
should be included? 
 



  
1. What is your current tsunami maritime planning 

status?  Where does your state/territory/jurisdiction 
see themselves in 5 years?  (general overall 
goals/objective) 

Oregon brochure, outreach to ports.  Interface with port. 
Hawaii brochure to every registered boater in the state.  
Mailed to anyone with a boat.  How much $? 
 
 



  
2. In Part 2 of the NTHMP “Maritime Planning and 

Preparedness Guidelines”, which response strategy 
do you use, or would you foresee developing?  (e.g. 
Advisory-Warning, Scenario-Specific) 

Scenario-Specific:  CA, American Samoa, Hawaii,  
 
Advisory-Warning:  OR, AK (for 3 harbors, assess, then 
await results from tsunami current workshop to assist 
with determining strategy),  Peer-Review, cross-
state/terriroty collaborative process to move work 
forward.  

 
 



  
3. Have you developed educational materials and/or 

outreach capability specific to tsunami maritime 
preparedness?  Can you list/provide examples?  (e.g. 
brochure, workshop)  
 
 



4.  In Part 3, based on your experience, what mitigation 
planning information specific to tsunami maritime 
needs should be included?  What recovery planning 
information for the maritime community should be 
included? 

 
 



Tiger Team : Kevin, Maximilian, Kevin R., James, Althea, 
Tamra, Arletta, Cindi, Manuel, Dan 
 
USCG Doc …  
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