USCG Authorities

Captain of the Port - authority to restrict, direct,
remove and place things and vessels within a port

Maritime SAR Coordinator — primary SAR coordination
In maritime environment

Federal On Scene Coordinator - hazmat & oil pollution
coordinator in the maritime environment

Federal Maritime Security Coordinator - coordinator of
security committee, security plan, grants and security
response in the maritime environment

Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection — Inspects all
commercial vessels for compliance with federal law
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Presentation Notes
Issue safety zone, security zone, put in place special restrictions and operating conditions.  

Authorities usually reside with the Sector Commander. Each Sector’s AOR extends to 200 NM.


USCG Responsibilities

Self Preservation - So that we may assist others

Communication - Urgent Marine Info Broadcasts

Search and Rescue - National SAR Plan

Environmental Response - Area Contingency Plan

MTS Recovery & Salvage - Area Maritime Security Plan
incl: Port Dispersion Plan, MTS Recovery & Salvage
Plans

Maritime Safety - Prevention of Death, Injuries

Other Support Activities - Evacuation & transportation —
e.g. FEMA CSZ Plan, etc.
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Presentation Notes
For the purposes of this presentation and the time available I will not go into details about other USCG missions that are as directly related to Tsunami Response. Those responsibilities underlined represent missions that we conduct on a daily or routine basis and will only deviate in their tempo in regards to a Tsunami.
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Presentation Notes
We spoke about responsibilities and authorities and how we implement those through a variety of plans held at each Sector.  

In addition, there are various tools that organize and control the activities mandated by the plans.

Tools routinely used to mange our responsibilities include Command Centers for Urgent Marine Information Broadcasts coordination of SAR, Command & Control, and implantation of SAROPS. 

Warnings care critical for tsunami response; in addition to NOAA’s  weather radio the USCG will issue Urgent Marine Information Broadcasts using its rescue 21 system which includes a network of remote fixed facilities (radio towers) that will broadcast on VFH Channel 16 out to a range of 50-70 miles. The USCG may also use its internet based Alert Warning System to disseminate information to the maritime community via. Phone, e-mail and/or text messaging.

West Coast Air Stations include: Port Angeles, Columbia River, Sacramento, Humboldt Bay, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Barbers Point and Guam.

Other tools include: Geographic Response Plans

CART for MTS Recovery. CART contains details, including function, and contacts for MTS related infrastructure and the ability to report on damage to that infrastructure. Of course boats and helicopters.


Sector Columbia River VHF Coverage

-130°

Coverage based on Longley Rice Irregular Terrain Model
Nautical Miles 0 1020 40 on receiving a one (1) second transmission from a
-] one (1) watt transmitter with an attenna two (2) meters
above water level
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Will receive from about 20 NM.  Will transmit about 50-70 miles. Each can be controlled remotely. Conductivity is via commercial phone lines to command centers. Back up generators if power is disrupted for about 2 weeks. 
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Existing Standards & Plans

Novel Solutions
DEVITAION FROM STANDARDS
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When a national disaster occurs the USCG will immediately exercise it statutory responsibilities and authorities such as SAR, oil spill response and waterways management. In large scale man made or natural disasters we may be tasked by FEMA to perform other duties closely related to these mission areas under official Mission Assignments. These assignment will following the Emergency Support Functions as laid out in the National Response Framework and the FEMA Region X Cascadia Subduction Zone Response Plan.

No plan survives first contact with the enemy so we deviate from the script based on risk vs. reward.

ESF 1 - Transportation	                ESF 10 – Oil & Hazmat	            ESF 6 - Mass Care & Assist      ESF  - 9 SAR
ESF 3 - Public Works & Engineering     ESF 13 – Public Safety & Security
ESF 14 - Community Recovery




Novel Solutions could include
Missions for Civilian Fleet

Difference between paid and non paid
assistance (e.g. urgent SAR or evacuation vs.
prolonged activity or recovery)

Debris Clearance

Oil Boom & Oil
Response Support

Transport of
Disaster Supplies
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One way we deviate from the is to enlist the aid of vessels which are not designed for that specific function when the risk reward ratio is favorable.

Examples:

Daily requests for SAR assistance.

Exxon Valdez, 9/11, Deep Water Horizon, Hurricane Sandy, etc.


B
Success Factors for Possible Use of

Civilian Fleet

e Clear Mission

e Clear minimum standards

e Clear contracting authority
 Formation of Co Op

o Affiliation with major existing federal contracted
organizations (e.g. oil spill removal companies,
debris removal companies, etc.).

e Guidance from FEMA Public Assistance Program
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Commercial vessel with a valid COI should be considered first, then the towing vessel fleet. Only after those are exhausted should we consider the commercial fishing fleet. A CO Op arrange would prevent the necessity of maintaining a federal contract. Major contract awards can take years to accomplish and must be renewed periodically (typical every 3-5 years). According to USACE some counties have gone bankrupt because of  undertaking debris removal activities without a FEMA Mission Assignment.

Forming a Co Op would be the best, most expedient way to get hired and begin commercial activities. Companies could include NRC, Crowder Gulf, Ashbritt. Etc.

Minimum standards expected would include: current safety exam, a licensed operator and a stability letter.
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