
TENTATIVE AGENDA:  Marina Del Rey and King Harbor - Tsunami Response Playbook Workshop 
June 4, 2015   1PM-4PM 

  
 PURPOSE OF WORKSHOP:  The State of California and its partners have completed draft Maritime Tsunami 
Response Playbooks for Marina Del Rey and King Harbors. The purpose of this workshop is to:  
1) Familiarize maritime officials with tsunami hazards, and the background and use of the Playbooks;  
2) Allow maritime officials to review the playbooks and add the needed detail to plans for implementing the 

Playbooks; and, 
3) Review one or more scenarios so that maritime officials can practice using the Playbooks.  
  
TENTATIVE WORKSHOP AGENDA: 
1:00-1:10PM Introductions and Purpose of Workshop 
1:10-1:20PM Tsunami basics and purpose of Playbooks (Wilson) 
1:20-1:45PM Background on existing State and NOAA tsunami alert messaging (Miller and Boldt)  
1:45-2:10PM Maritime tsunami hazards, modeling, and on-going mitigation guidance work (Lynett) 
2:10-2:40PM  Tsunami Response Playbook Approach (Wilson) 
2:40-2:50PM BREAK 
2:50-3:00PM Discussion/Exercise – Walk participants through local/regional source scenario (large event from 

Cascadia source) 
3:00-3:20PM Discussion/Exercise – Walk participants through distant source scenario (large event off Chilean 

coast) 
3:30-3:45PM Questions for further discussion:   

1) Do harbor officials understand use of Playbooks?   
2) Would they be useful for tsunami response planning? 
3) How can Playbooks be integrated into harbor response plans? 
4) Do harbor officials want help using products to incorporate into “Local Hazard Mitigation 

Plans” to get funding for harbor improvements? 
3:45-4:00PM    Closing discussion on planning and future/additional needs  



1. Harbor-specific information for all 
tsunami planning 

2. Identifies areas within harbor where 
strong currents/damage occurs 

3. Provides multiple response options 
based on tsunamis of different sizes 

4. Provides guidance on harbor 
improvement/mitigation and 
potential funding sources 

5. Real-time MINIMUM response 
recommendation from State specific 
to event from distant source 

Uses of Maritime Tsunami Response and 
Mitigation Playbooks 
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Table-top exercise use of Playbook  



Decision-making – From Advisory/Warning to 
Tsunami Arrival in Los Angeles Co. 

 
Receive message 
Understand 
Consult 
Decide 
Communicate 
Take action 
Complete action 
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Provided via email 
and text from 
NTWC at: 
12:05 PM 
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Provided via email 
and text from 
NTWC at: 
12:30 PM 
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Provided via email and text from 
NTWC at:  1:30 PM 
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Provided on National Tsunami 
Warning Center website at: 
1:30 PM 



Provided to all harbors by NWS Weather 
Forecast Office and/or State EOC at:  1:45 PM 



Mean High High Water 
 
 

 
Mean Sea Level 

 
 
 

Mean Low Low Water 

Elevation where dock 
overtops pile Elevation of piles above MSL = 3.1m 

Anticipated elevation of maximum 
flooding above MSL (FASTER number) 
= 2.02m 

3.1 – 2.02 = +1.1m …therefore, piles 
would NOT likely be overtopped by 
docks during tsunami activity 

Evaluation of docks overtopping piles using FASTER water-level value 
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State and NWS recommend 
MINIMUM Maritime Tsunami 
Response Playbook Plan for 
harbors to use for distant-
sources events greater than 
four hours travel time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The harbor can refer to the 
playbook guidance document 
for the specific pages and 
instructions to follow. 
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